ACADEMIC CATALOG

CLASS OF 2019
EQUIPPING THE MIND AND SPIRIT FOR OVER 56 YEARS.
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INTRODUCTION
Whittier Christian High School is one of Southern California’s leading private high schools, recognized for its
Christian commitment, academic achievement, and focus on athletics and the arts. For more than 50 years,
Whittier Christian High School has been serving families in the greater Whittier and north Orange County areas, equipping young men and women to honor God
as critical thinkers and authentic Christians.

Equipping the Mind and Spirit

HISTORY
With a 56-year heritage and more than 4,200 alumni around the
world, Whittier Christian High School continues to serve as one of
Southern California’s leading Christian schools, a place where students are equipped in mind and spirit to honor God with their lives.
Today, Whittier Christian High School is home to a vibrant community
of more than 620 students, along with more than 70 faculty and staff
members. Located on a 20-acre campus leased from the Lowell
Joint School District, Whittier Christian High School boasts a robust
facility. Students enjoy a traditional library, computer lab, digital art
lab, chemistry lab, multimedia presentation room, choir/art gallery,
and auditorium. In 2004, the school built and opened the Leon Davis

Event Center, an 11,325-square-foot gymnasium and event center.
In the fall of 2007, the school completed construction on state-ofthe-art biology and math laboratories. In the fall of 2013, Whittier
Christian High School will launch a pilot program for an iPad 1-1 program. A full-scale implementation is scheduled for the fall of 2014.
Whittier Christian High School has earned accreditation through
June of 2015 by the Western Association of Schools & Colleges
(WASC) and the Association of Christian Schools International
(ACSI). As an independent, non-denominational Christian school,
WCHS is overseen by an independent board of directors, which has
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ultimate responsibility for policymaking and financial planning, working through the Head of School as the chief executive officer.
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MISSION
MISSION
Whittier Christian High School is a Christ-centered academic community where students are taught, inspired, and prepared to be critical
thinkers and authentic Christians, equipping them to honor God
through academic achievement, humble service and courageous
leadership.
VISION

the academic excellence found in our classrooms and the Christcentered culture of our school community.
This future is achieved by visionary leadership, and it comes alive
through our talented and supported faculty as they teach, inspire
and prepare students in facilities that reflect and support our school
mission and provide stability and growth for our future.

Our vision is for a school where students are being formed and
equipped as critical thinkers and authentic Christians through both
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CORE VALUES
Christ-centered Community
We strive to develop a community of students, teachers, and parents who are committed to keeping Christ at the center of all we do.
We search for a oneness of spirit so that all members of our community are valued, empowered and equipped to bring honor to God in
all they do (Revelation 4:9-11, Acts 4:23-33).
Academic Community
As an academic community, we are committed to expanding our
sum of knowledge, to engaging students in biblical understanding
and academic excellence, and to modeling lifelong learning. We be-

lieve a complete education involves the integration of moral instruction with subject-specific information, resulting in the wise application of knowledge (II Timothy 2:15, Proverbs 1:5a, Proverbs 22:6,
Matthew 5:13-16, I Peter 3:15).
Teaching, Inspiring, and Preparing
We are committed to faithfully teach a Christian worldview in all academic subjects through direct instruction, facilitated discussion and
hands-on learning. We also endeavor to inspire all students to develop a love for learning, to realize their full potential, and to discover and utilize their strengths for the glory of God. Our goal is that
5

the teaching and inspiration students receive will prepare them not
only to succeed in further educational opportunities but also to flourish in their Christian walk (Proverbs 9:9, 2 Timothy 4:2, Colossians
2:2, Ephesians 4:11-12, 1 Peter 3:15).
Critical Thinking
We are committed to skillfully teaching critical standards of inquiry,
judgment, and interpretation, and actively modeling the mental habit
of using those tools to guide belief and to judge wisely in matters relating to life and conduct (Proverbs 9:10-12; Job 28:28; Psalms
111:10; Ecclesiastes 12: 9-14; I Peter 1:13).

Core F

ocus

2015-

2016

Authentic Christianity
As a community of authentic Christians, we encourage students to
claim ownership of their faith in Jesus Christ as He transforms their
character with humility, gentleness, forbearance, love, and unity. Of
utmost importance is training students to confidently express and defend their faith, regardless of their environment (John 1:12; Philippians 3:12-14; Ephesians 4:1-3; Romans 5:1-5; I Peter 3:15).
Equipping
We desire that all of our students be faithful to God’s will in their
lives. The faculty and staff strive to equip students, meaning we arm,
supply, provide, and thoroughly furnish students with all that is
needed in the classroom, on the athletic field, and in leadership/
service opportunities to affect the end result of honoring God and being outfitted or equipped for “every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17,
Hebrews 13: 20-21, Numbers 4:26).

Honoring God
We aim to honor God with our lives: Our minds to be set a part and
trained for His use, our hearts to be given to Him in the obedience of
every command, our strength to be ordained by His influences, so
that we will be pleasing to Him in all that we do (John 5:23, 1 Peter
1:7, Acts 17:11, Romans 7:25, Psalm 119:11, Mark 12:30, Psalm
105:4, Colossians 1:11, 1 John 3:22).
Academic Achievement
We challenge students to praise God through the development of
their mind. The faculty and staff desire that students realize their individual intellectual promise. The skills needed for further scholarly
and life pursuits include critical close reading, reflective thinking,
written/oral communication, mathematical computation/analysis, analytical inquiry, artistic appreciation, and a discerning heart, all of
which produce a well-rounded, capable young adult (Proverbs
1:5-7, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Philippians 1:5-6, Philippians 4:8).
Humble Service
We believe the life and teachings of Jesus Christ established humble service as a priority for all believers. Therefore, we desire to
model an attitude of humility and service that students can emulate,
and to train students to use their talents and education not merely
for personal advancement but primarily for the benefit of others in
their school, church and community (Matthew 20:25-28, Matthew
23:11-12, 1 Peter 5:5-6).
Courageous Leadership
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We believe that equipping students to tackle new challenges in academics, spiritual life and extracurricular activities is crucial to success in life. We desire to have staff, teachers and administrators who
model deliberateness with a zest for learning and championing obstacles so that our students may gain a vision of what they may become. We endeavor to empower our students to step out and develop a faith of their own to change lives and honor God (2 Corinthians 3:2, Colossians 4:5-6).
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GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS
AS CHRISTIANS, WE’RE COMMANDED TO LOVE GOD
WITH ALL OUR MIND
That’s why at Whittier Christian High School we take academic education — the development of students’ minds —
so seriously. Here, education isn’t just about grades and test
scores. It’s about teaching students to think critically, to seek
Truth rigorously, to understand the world from a biblical perspective, and to use their minds to honor God.

COURSES 2015-2016
0214 Honors English 1 (H)

BIBLE
*0020 The Bible
#0021 Life of Christ

0223
Lit/Comp 2

*0025 The Attributes of God

0225 Honors Amer Lit & Comp
(H)

#0026 Survey of Bible
*0030 Life Calling
#0031 Apologetics
*0035 Worldviews
#0036 Current Ethical Issues
0015 Intro to Bible (ESL)
BUSINESS/VOCATIONAL
0102 Computer Applications
0949 Library Technician

^0229 Media Literacy (APEX)
^0230 Writing Skills (APEX)
0233 Lit/Comp 3
^0234 Reading Skills (APEX)
0243 Lit/Comp 4
0245 AP English Lit (H)
0246 AP Eng Lang & Comp(H)
0280 Intermediate ESL

0948 Ed Tech

0281
Advanced ESL(P)

COMMUNICATION

VISUAL/PERFORMING ARTS

+0170 Speech (P)
0179 Business Entrepreneurship
and Financial Literacy
0180 Newspaper Staff
0185 Annual Staff
ENGLISH
0202 English 1 (P)
0204 English 2 (P)
0206 American Lit and Comp (P)
0208 English Lit. and Comp (P)
0209 World Lit. and Comp (P)
0213
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Lit/Comp 1

0302 Art I (P)
0303 Art II (P)
0311 Beg Photography (P)
0314 Honors Art (H)
0316 Art Design (P)
0318 Concert Band (P)
0322 Choir (P)
0323 Girls’ Ensemble (P)
0324 Jazz Ensemble (P)
0330 AP Studio Art (H)
0333 A Cappella
0351Theatre 1 (P)

0352Theatre 2 (P)

^0460 Psychology (APEX)

0353Theatre 3 (P)

^0469 Sociology (APEX)

0354Theatre 4 (H)
0355 Introduction tDance(P)

LOTE (Language Other Than English)

0356 Intermediate Dance(P)

0501 Spanish 1 (P)

0369 Film & Cinematic Arts

0502 Spanish 2 (P)

^0371 Art Appreciation (APEX)

0503 Spanish 3 (P)

^0372 Music Appreciation (APEX)^

0505 Spanish 4 (P)

0376 Advanced Dance(P)

0506 AP Spanish(H)

0357 String Ensemble(P)

0511 French 1 (P)

0360 Wind Ensemble(P)

0512 French 2 (P)

0366 Digital Art Design(P)

0513 French 3 (P)

0375 Dance Ensemble

0514 French 4 (P)

SOCIAL STUDIES

0521 German 1 (P)

0403 U.S. History (P)

0522 German 2 (P)

*0405 U.S. Government (P)

0523 German 3 (P)

*0407 AP Gov & Politics (H)

0524 German 4 (P)

◊*0420 Hist-170A U.S. (H)
◊#0421 Hist-170B U.S. (H)

MATHEMATICS

◊*0440 Hist-110A World Civ. (H)

0602 Pre-Algebra

◊#0441 Hist-110B World Civ. (H)

0611 Algebra 1 (P)

#0442 Economics (P)

0616

0450

Student Council

0620 Algebra 2 (P)

0451

World History I(P)

0625 Honors Algebra 2 (H)

0452

World History I (H)

0630 Geometry (P)

0453

World History II(P)

0635 Honors Geometry (H)

0454

World History II (H)

0637

Personal Finance (11th 12th )

Statistics(P)
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◊*0639 Math 120 Statistics (H)

0855 Anatomy & Physiology (P)

◊#0641 Math 270A Structures 1 (H)

0860 AP Biology (H)

0647 Precalculus (H)

0865 AP Chemistry (H)

0648 Precalculus (P)
◊#0650 150A Calculus (H)

MISCELLANEOUS

◊#0651 150B Calculus (H)

x0900 Study Hall

0655 Intro. to Computer Science

0905 Directed Studies
0907 DS Reading

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

0908 DS Group

0338 Drum line

0910 Office Assistant

0701 Boys P.E.

x0920 Teacher Assistant

0711 Girls P.E.

0958 Academic Decathlon

0724 Color Guard
+0732 Health

SPORTS

0743 Weight Training

0764 Baseball (Boys)

0734 Online Health

0761 Basketball (Boys )
0762 Basketball (Girls)

SCIENCE

0774 Cheer/Song

0808 Environ. Science (non-lab)

0703 Cross Country (Boys)

0810 Life Science (non-lab)

0713 Cross Country (Girls)

0820 Biology (P)

0775 Football (Boys)

0821 Honors Biology (H)

0737 Golf (Boys & Girls)

0830 Chemistry (P)

0772 Soccer (Boys)

0835 Honors Chemistry (H)

0771 Soccer (Girls)

0832 Marine Science (P)

0763 Softball

0840 Physics (P)

0723 Swimming

0845 Physics (H)

0747 Tennis (Boys)
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0769 Tennis (Girls)
0709 Track (Boys)
0709 Track (Girls)
0757 Volleyball (Boys)
0760 Volleyball (Girls)
0707 Wrestling (Boys)
CODE KEY
(P) College preparatory courses
(H) Honors level courses
* Fall semester only
# Spring semester only
+ Either semester
x Non-credit
◊ Cal State Fullerton College Credit
^Semester Course
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COURSE SELECTION- PREREQUITES
A." Prerequisites
The student should check to make certain that courses are taken in
the proper sequence and that necessary prerequisites have been
met.

Course # and Title

Prerequisite

0180"

Newspaper.............................. Teacher approval

0185"

Annual Staff............................

Teacher approval

0225" Honors American Lit.............
B- or higher in Honors
English 1; Honors testing required & Comp. (in spring); Teacher
recommendation required.
0233" Lit/Comp 3.............................
mendation

English teacher recom-

0235" Honors English Lit.................
B- or higher in Honors
American Lit.; Honors testing & Comp.required (in spring); Teacher
recommendation required
0243" Lit/Comp 4............................
mendation

English teacher recom-
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0245" AP English............................... B- or higher in Honors English Lit.; Teacher recommendation required
0303"

Art II.........................................

0314" Honors Art.............................
and
graders only;
Completion of Art I and Art II, portfolio review, and instructor approval
0342, 0346, 0347 Theatre 2, 3, & 4.....
ous theatre level and pass exam

12th

0407" AP Gov’t. & Politics.............
170B and department approval required

B- or higher in Hist

0420" Hist-170A U.S..........................
B- or higher in Honors
World History II; and department
approval required

"

C or higher in previous

0505"
level

Spanish 4.................................

C or higher in previous

0506 AP Spanish………………...
level

C or higher in pervious

0512" French 2...................................
ous level

C- or higher in previ-

0513"
level

C or higher in previous

Completion of previ-

0330" AP Studio Art.........................
Completion of Honors
Art or Art 1 and Art II plus portfolio review and instructor approval

Course # and Title"

Spanish 3..................................

Art I
11th

0440" Hist-110A World Civ.............
Gov. and Economics are required)

0503"
level

Department approval (U.S.

Prerequisite

0452" Honors World History I........
sions placement exam

Qualifying score on admis-

0453" Honors World History II........
World History; and dept. approval

B- or higher in Honors

0502" Spanish 2.................................
ous level

C or higher in previ-

French 3...................................

0514 French 4...................................
level

C or higher in previous

0522"
level

German 2.................................

C or higher in previous

0523"
level

German 3..................................

0524"

German 4.................................. C or higher in previous level

0611" Algebra 1.................................
algebra or equivalent
0616 Personal Finance……………..
0620" Algebra 2.................................
gebra 1 & Geometry
0625" Honors Algebra 2..................
ometry and pass proficiency exam

C or higher in previous

C- or higher in pre-

11th or 12th graders only
C- or higher in both Al-

B- or higher in Honors Ge14

Honors Biology or A- in Biology second semester)
0630" Geometry................................. C- or higher in Algebra 1 or
pass proficiency exam
0635" Honors Geometry.................. Qualifying score on admissions placement exam and demonstration of first year algebra competency
0637" Statistics…………………. C- or higher in Honors Algebra 2
and pass proficiency exam

0840 " Physics (P)..............................
Completion or same
term enrollment in Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra (C- or
higher in math classes and in Biology both semesters)
0845 " Physics (H)..............................
Completion of Precalculus (Honors) same term enrollment in Precalculus with
approval of instructor; B- or higher in Completion of Honors Chemistry both semester.

0639" Math 120-Statistics................. B- or higher in Algebra 2
and enrollment in Precalculus recommended (seniors only) and
pass proficiency exam with 70% or higher

0855 " Anatomy & Physiology.........
C- or higher in biology
or Honors Biology both semesters and B- or higher in
Chemistry or Honors Chemistry both semesters and
teacher approval

Course # and Title"

0860 " AP Biology..............................
B- or higher in Honors
Chemistry both semester and Honors
Biology both semesters or A- in Biology both semesters; teacher approval required and a Bor higher in second semester of current H/AP course

"

Prerequisite

0647" Precalculus (Honors)……….
bra 2 and pass proficiency exam

B- or higher in Honors Alge-

0648 Precalculus (P)........................C- or higher in Algebra 2
0651" 150 A&B Calculus...................
B- or higher in Honors
Precalculus and pass proficiency exam
0743

Weight Training......................
Available for students
who are a member of an athletic team

0830 " Chemistry................................
Completion or
same term enrollment Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra 2 (Cor higher in math classes and in Biology both semesters)
0835"" Honors Chemistry.................
Completion or same
term enrollment in Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra 2 and
teacher approval (B- or higher in math and

0865" AP Chemistry………………. B- or higher in Hon. Chemistry & Hon. Biology both semesters or A- in Biology both
semesters; teacher approval required and a B- or higher
in 2nd semester of current H/AP course
0910 " Office Assistant.......................
dent’s counselor approval
0949"

Office staff and stu-

Library Technician..................... Librarian approval

B." G.P.A. and Grading Scale
The G.P.A. is computed on the following scale:
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A=4 B=3 C=2 D=1

E." Deadline to Drop a Class

Additional grade points for all honors and advanced placement
courses are awarded as follows:
A=5

B=4

C=3

F." Minimum Day

The school’s suggested grading scale is as follows:
A = 90-100
F = below 60

B = 80-89

The deadline to drop a class without receiving a grade of “F” is
the end of the twelfth week of the semester.

C = 70-79

D = 60-69

C." Repeated courses
Courses in which the student earned a C or less may be repeated to improve the grade. The original grade and the repeat grade will both appear on the transcript, but only the
higher grade is figured into the grade point average at WCHS
(some colleges use both grades for calculating GPA’s for admissions purposes). No additional credits will be earned if the
class was passed the first time.

The basic expectation of all students is that they be enrolled in
seven (7) courses each semester. Seniors who are taking
ROP courses, community college courses, or who have
afternoon jobs may enroll in five or six courses. Seniors
must be enrolled in a minimum of 4 credit earning classes
(20 credits) each semester. Students with a minimum day
schedule have the following period options: 0-4, 1-5, 1-6,
2-6, 2-7.

D." Schedule changes
Requests for schedule changes are honored for the following
reasons only and must be completed within the first week
of the semester:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A required course was omitted from the schedule.
A course is being repeated.
An error is found in the student’s schedule.
A different course has been chosen for an elective.
A change of program (e.g. college prep to high school diploma)
16
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HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA- GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
The diplomas which are granted by Whittier Christian High
School will indicate the particular program which the students
have completed: High School Diploma, College Preparatory,
or Alpha Program (honors).

Following are the general requirements and specific requirements for each of the three diploma programs.

I."
Students in any of the three programs who earn a 3.0 academic grade point average are recognized at commencement
exercises as graduating with honors. This is a cumulative
grade point average covering the first seven semesters.
Graduating with honors:
Graduating with high honors:
Graduating with highest honors:

3.00 - 3.49
3.50 - 3.79
3.80 and higher

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA PROGRAM
A."

General Requirements
1. The student shall attend eight semesters, grades 9-12.
2. The student shall complete a minimum of 254 credits.

B."

Specific Requirements
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1."

Bible (40 credits)

6. LOTE – Language Other Than English (10 credits)

2."

The student shall pass Bible during each semester he/
she is enrolled in school. The sequence of courses is Freshman- The Bible and The Life of Christ, Sophomores- Attributes
of God and Survey of the Bible, Juniors- Life Calling and Apologetics, and Seniors World Views and Current Ethical Issues.
English (40 credits)

The student shall pass one year of Spanish, French or
German. This requirement is waived for international
students who can establish through official transcripts
two years of formal study of their native language going back to their 6th grade (per admissions policy of
Cal State and UC systems).
7. Physical Education (20 credits)

The student shall complete four years of English.
3."

Mathematics (20 credits)
The student shall complete two years of mathematics. One of
the 2 courses must be Algebra 1 and the other year must be
either Geometry or Personal Finance.

4."

Science (20 credits)
The student shall complete two years of any non-lab or lab science courses.

One year of the physical education requirement must
be earned through WCHS -- a P. E. or dance class or
by participating in sports or cheerleading at WCHS.
The other year may be earned the same way or
waived through participation in a licensed instructional
setting outside of school (72 hours per semester). No
waiver will be earned through individual workouts at a
health club. Each season of sport counts as one semester (5 credits). One year of cheerleading counts
as two semesters (10 credits).
8. Visual/Performing Arts (10 credits)

5."

Social Studies (40 credits)

The student may select any first level course from the
list of visual/performing arts courses.

The sequence of courses is:
9." Business/Vocational (10 credits)
• 9th grade:
• 10th grade:
• 11th grade:
• 12th grade:

World History I
World History II
U. S. History
Government and Economics

The student must complete the Computer Applications
course.
10. Speech (5 credits)

Government and Economics are one semester courses (5 credits each) offered in the fall and spring, respectively.

This is a one-semester course, paired with Health and,
taken during the sophomore year.
11. Health (5 credits)
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This is a one-semester course, paired with Speech,
taken during the sophomore year.
12." Electives (30 credits)
The student must complete 30 credits (2 semesters) of
their elective by taking courses from one of the following subject areas: business/vocational, visual/
performing arts, math, language other than English
(LOTE), social studies, English, science, student government, newspaper, or annual staff.
"

13. Community Service Requirement (4 credits)
The ninth and tenth grade students will complete 10
hours of community service each year, and the eleventh and twelfth grade students will complete 20 hours
each year. Students must contact the community service faculty coordinator for more information and service
opportunities.
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COLLEGE
PREPARATORY
Diploma Program
3

Core Value Focus- Academic Community

As an academic community, we are committed to expanding
our sum of knowledge, to engaging students in biblical understanding and academic excellence, and to modeling lifelong
learning. We believe a complete education involves the integration of moral instruction with subject-specific information,
resulting in the wise application of knowledge.

Equipping the Mind and Spirit

COLLEGE PREPARATORY PROGRAM
A."

General Requirements

**The student shall attend eight semesters, grades 9-12.
**The student shall complete a minimum of 254 credits.
**2.5 Minimum GPA

the Bible, Juniors- Life Calling and Apologetics, and Seniors World
Views and Current Ethical Issues.
2."

English (40 credits)

The student shall complete four years of English.
B."

Specific Requirements
3."

1."

Mathematics (30 credits)

Bible (40 credits)

The student shall pass Bible during each semester he/she is enrolled in school. The sequence of courses is Freshman- The Bible
and The Life of Christ, Sophomores- Attributes of God and Survey of

The student shall complete three years of mathematics. One of the
2 courses must be Algebra 1 and the other year must be either Geometry or Personal Finance.

21

4."

Science (20 credits)

Two lab sciences are required for the college preparatory program.
The student may select any two of the following laboratory courses:
Biology or Honors Biology, Chemistry or Honors Chemistry, Anatomy
and Physiology, and Physics (P) Physics (H). Life science and physical science meet the general high school diploma requirements
only. Exceptions made for students wishing to take two Honors/
Advanced Placement science courses concurrently during their junior and/or senior year must have the appropriate recommendations,
GPA requirement (3.25 waca.), signed student contract, and department head approval.

lish through official transcripts two years of formal study of their native language going back to their 6th grade (per admissions policy
of Cal State and UC systems).
7. Physical Education (20 credits)
One year of the physical education requirement must be earned
through WCHS -- a P. E. or dance class or by participating in sports
or cheerleading at WCHS. The other year may be earned the same
way or waived through participation in a licensed instructional setting outside of school (72 hours per semester). No waiver will be
earned through individual workouts at a health club. Each season
of sport counts as one semester (5 credits). One year of cheerleading counts as two semesters (10 credits).

Students must have earned a C- or better both semesters in their
current college prep or general diploma science course in order to
continue in the science program

8. Visual/Performing Arts (10 credits)

5."

9."

Social Studies (40 credits)

The sequence of courses is:
• 9th grade:
• 10th grade:
• 11th grade:
• 12th grade:

World History I
World History II
U. S. History
Government and Economics

Government and Economics are one semester courses (5 credits
each) offered in the fall and spring, respectively.

The student may select any first level course from the list of visual/
performing arts courses.
Business/Vocational (10 credits)
The student must complete the Computer Applications course.
10. Speech (5 credits)
This is a one-semester course, paired with Health and, taken
during the sophomore year.
11. Health (5 credits)
This is a one-semester course, paired with Speech, taken during
the sophomore year.

6. LOTE – Language Other Than English (10 credits)
The student shall pass one year of Spanish, French or German.
This requirement is waived for international students who can estab-

12." Electives (30 credits)
22

The student must complete 30 credits (2 semesters) of their elective
by taking courses from one of the following subject areas: business/
vocational, visual/performing arts, math, language other than English (LOTE), social studies, English, science, student government,
newspaper, or annual staff.
"13. Community Service Requirement (4 credits)
The ninth and tenth grade students will complete 10 hours of community service each year, and the eleventh and twelfth grade students will complete 20 hours each year. Students must contact the
community service faculty coordinator for more information and service opportunities.
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ALPHA HONORS
DIPLOMA
Core Value Focus: Critical Thinking
We are committed to skillfully teaching critical standards of inquiry, judgment, and interpretation, and actively modeling the mental habit of using those tools to
guide belief and to judge wisely in matters relating to
life and conduct (Proverbs 9:10-12; Job 28:28; Psalms
111:10; Ecclesiastes 12: 9-14; I Peter 1:13).

ALPHA HONORS DIPLOMA
For students who desire a head start on their college careers,
we offer the WCHS Alpha Honors Diploma Program – a rigorous
program that enables students to earn up to a year’s worth of
college credits by the time they graduate from high school. For
more information, tap the above image.

PROGRAM
A."

General Requirements

1. The student shall attend eight semesters, grades 9-12
2. The student shall complete a minimum of 254 credits.
3. The student shall earn a cumulative 3.5 academic
grade point average.
4. The student shall follow the specified “honors track” in
two of the following subjects: English, math, science or social studies.
5. Course prerequisites are not exactly the same as the
Alpha Honor Diploma requirements. Refer to pages 1-3 for course
prerequisites. The prerequisites supersede the following information: the student shall maintain a B- for each semester of their honors classes in order to remain in those honors tracks. If a student re25

ceived a C in the first semester of an honors course, the student
must
be granted approval by the department to remain in the
class for the second semester. To remain eligible for the honors diploma and to move on to the next honors course, a B- or higher
must be earned in the second semester. The student may only be
granted this exception twice during the four years.

College prep sequence of courses is English 1, 2, American
Literature, and English Literature or World Literature. International students may count one year of advanced ESL and then
complete English 1, 2, and American Literature (per admissions policy of Cal State and UC systems).
3." Mathematics (40 credits)

6. The student shall be enrolled in honors courses for
three out of four years including their junior and senior year.
7. The student shall take the Advanced Placement examination in one subject if English (AP English Lit.) or science is one of
the honors track.
8. In college prep courses, the minimum grade requirements listed under the college preparatory program apply (General
Requirements see items 4 and 5) on p. 7.
9. The student shall satisfy the following specific requirements.
B."

Specific Requirements
1." Bible (40 credits)

The student shall pass Bible during each semester he/she is enrolled in school. The sequence of courses is Freshman- The Bible
and The Life of Christ, Sophomores- Attributes of God and Survey of
the Bible, Juniors- Life Calling and Apologetics, and Seniors World
Views and Current Ethical Issues.
2." English (40 credits)
If English is selected as one of the honors tracks, the sequence is as follows:
• 9th grade: Honors English 1
• 10th grade: Honors American Literature
• 11th grade: AP English Language and Composition
• 12th grade: AP English Literature and Composition

If math is selected as an honors track, the sequence is as follows:
• 9th grade: Honors Geometry
• 10th grade: Honors Algebra 2
• 11th grade: Precalculus (Honors)
• 12th grade: 150 A & B Calculus (college class
through Cal State Fullerton)- must complete Calculus to qualify
for Honors math track for the Alpha program
College Prep sequence of courses is Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra
2.* Special Note: Ninth grade students who complete Algebra 1
with a qualifying grade of 93% or higher may take Honors Geometry
in summer school to move into the honors math track, and must get
80% or higher on the Algebra 1 second semester final exam
4." LOTE – Language Other Than English (20 credits)
The student will complete two years of the same language, the options being Spanish, French, and German. This requirement is
waived for international students who can establish through official
transcripts two years of formal study of their native language going
back to their 6th grade (per admissions policy of Cal State and UC
systems).
5." Science (40 credits)
If science is selected as an honors track, the sequence is as follows:
• 9th grade: Biology or Honors Biology
• 10th grade: Honors Chemistry
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• 11th grade &12th grade: two of the following
advanced courses must be
taken: AP Biology, AP Chemistry, Physics (H)
If science is not selected as an honors track, two labo
ratory courses, biology and chemistry or physics,
must be taken.
*Special Note: To all 10th grade transfer students that
transfer immediately after 9th grade into WCHS- the
science class that will be taken at WCHS in the 10th
grade will be determined by what they took in 9th
grade and the grade earned. Each transfer student
placement will be considered on a case by case basis
by the science department, the counseling department and the assistant principal of curriculum and instruction.

7. Physical Education (20 credits)
One year of the physical education requirement must
be earned through WCHS -- a P. E. or dance class or by
participating in sports, or cheerleading at WCHS. The
other year may be earned the same way or waived
through participation in a licensed, instructional setting outside of school (72 hours per semester). No waiver will be
earned through individual workouts at a health club. Each
season of sport counts as one semester (5 credits). One
year of cheerleading counts as two semesters (10 credits).
8." Visual/Performing Arts (10 credits)
The student may select any course from the list of
visual/performing arts courses.

6." Social Studies (40 credits)
9." Business/Vocational Arts (10 credits)
If history is chosen as one of the honors tracks, the stu
dent will take:
• 9th grade: Honors World History I
• 10th grade: Honors World History II
• 11th grade: Hist 170A and 170B (U. S. History)
• 12th grade: AP U. S. Government/Economics or
Hitory 110A &110B
World Civ (if course is offered as elective)
*Note: Government and Economics are required for
graduation. A student could either take college prep
Gov’t. and Econ. in summer and 110 World Civil. during
the senior year or take both AP Gov. and Econ. and 110
World Civilization in the senior year.

The student must complete the Computer Applications course.

10."Speech (5 credits)
This is a one-semester course, paired with Health,
taken during
the sophomore year.
11."Health (5 credits)
This is a one-semester course, paired with Speech,
taken during the
sophomore year.
12."Advanced Academic electives (10 credits)
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The student shall take one additional year beyond the
minimum requirement in the following subjects: language
other than English (LOTE), social studies, mathematics, or
laboratory science.

GALLERY 4.1 Alpha Honors Diploma Program

13. Community Service (4 credits)
The ninth and tenth grade students will complete 10
hours of community service each year, and the eleventh
and twelfth grade students will complete 20 hours each
year. Students must contact the community service faculty coordinator for more information and service opportunities.
14. Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be determined each
year by the following formula: the number of honor semester classes taken during grades 9-12 for 7 semesters (includes fall of senior year) minus the number of B’s in all
academic and college level classes. Finally, in order to
earn this honor, students must have no C’s. NOTE: The
highest GPA does not automatically determine Valedictorian- other factors such as a broader breadth of subjects
will be considered. The valedictorian and salutatorian
must have been at WCHS for at least three years prior to
graduation including their eleventh and twelfth grade
year.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do tempor incididunt ut labore
et dolore magna aliqua.

28

5

COLLEGE
ADVISEMENT
Whittier Christian High School prides itself in its dynamic academic counseling department.
Our college advisors work alongside students to help
them discover and use their God-given talents to reach
educational and career success.

Equipping the Mind and Spirit

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIRMENTS
Advisors meet with every student, every semester. This individual attention from 9th through 12th grade ensures that students
are well informed about the college application process and
adequately prepared for the transition to college or vocational
school.
College Acceptances
In addition, we provide you and your family with the tools you
need to assist in making decisions for the next step. Along your
high school journey, we offer several college planning and spiritual growth tools, including specially created college/career

days, detailed information nights on SAT and ACT tests, and a
personalized online portal called Family Connection. Through
Family Connection, parents and students can organize college
planning. Together, they discover unique aspects of the student’s identity and career interests correlating with specific colleges and their majors. Our college advisors personally care
about your student and desire to see them discover God’s calling for their future.
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With small class sizes,
highly qualified teachers,
personal attention from
counselors, and the flexibility of three academic
tracks, Whittier Christian
High School is a premier
academic community with
a strong record of preparing graduates to succeed
wherever God has called
them.
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COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
A.

"
"

"
"

ADMISSION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AND
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITIES AS A FRESHMAN
To be eligible for admission to the university as a freshman, California
residents must meet the subject, scholarship and examination requirements described below:

1." Subject Requirements
"

"

"

A student applying for admission as a freshman to the University of California and California State University must have
completed a minimum of fifteen courses of high school work during grades 9 through 12.
These required courses must have been earned in academic or college
preparatory classes as specified and defined below. Also, at least seven of these fifteen courses must have been
earned in classes taken during the last two years of high school.
(a)"History - 2 years required
One year of United States history or one-half year of United States history and one-half year of American
government; and one year of world history.
(b)"English - 4 years required
Four years of college preparatory English--composition and Literature. No more than one ESL type course can be
used to meet this requirement.
(c) Mathematics - 3 years required (4 years recommended)
Three years of mathematics -- Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2. (Mathematics courses taken in grades 7 and 8
may be used to meet part of this requirement if they are accepted by the high school as equivalent to its own
courses.)
(d)"Laboratory Science - 2 years required (3 years recommended)
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Two years of laboratory science providing basic knowledge in at
least two of the fundamental disciplines of biology, chemistry,
and physics (H)
(e)"LOTE – Language other than English 2 years required (3 years recommended)

"

"

Two years of the same language other than English (LOTE)
(f)"Visual and Performing Arts - 1 year required A single year long approved arts course from a single VPA
discipline. Check UC approved course list for WCHS.

"

(g)"College Preparatory Electives - 1 year required
One course (2 semesters) in addition to those required in “a”through “f” as previously stated, to be chosen from the
following subject areas: history, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, language other than English
(LOTE) and social science

2." Courses Satisfying the “g” Requirement offered at WCHS
"

"

English: one additional senior-level literature course and Speech(1 semester)
Advanced Mathematics: Precalculus (Honors), Precalculus (College Prep), Statistics (College Prep), 120 Math: Statistics, 150 A & B Calculus & 270 Math: Structures
Laboratory Science: Anatomy and Physiology, AP Biology, Physics (H), Physics (P) or AP Chemistry
LOTE – Language other than English: Spanish 3 and 4, AP Spanish, French 3 and 4, German 3 & 4
Social Science: World History I and II, Honors World History I and II, Economics, Government, AP Government, 110 A
& B World Civ, World Views
Visual and Performing Arts: Check UC approved course list for
WCHS.

3." UC Admission GPA Requirements – Eligibility Index
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"

"

See UC Eligibility Index at:
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/scholarshipreq
Starting with 2007 – minimum gpa = 3.0
Please see you counsellor for more information

4." California State Admission GPA Requirements
" "

"

a."An overall grade point average of 3.0 or above (non-residents 3.61 or above) in the last three years of high school
admits the student (physical education and military science or ROTC not included).
b."A grade point average below 2.0 eliminates the student from consideration.
c."Students with grade point averages between 2.0 and 2.99 are admitted if
they score high enough on the SAT or
the ACT. The lower the grade point
average, the higher the test result must be, and vice versa. For example, a
2.5 grade point average would require a score of 20 on the ACT, or 900 on the SAT.

1. Calculation of Admission GPA for UC and Cal State
In calculating an applicant’s grade point average for admission, the University of California and Cal State will use only
the grades earned in the “a-g” courses (described previously) taken in grades 10 through 11. These grades are
counted as follows:
A = 4 points

B = 3 points

C = 2 points

a. An applicant must have earned a grade of C or better in all high school courses used to satisfy the “a” through “g”
requirements. The grades earned in these courses that are taken in grades 10 through 11 (including summer
school after the 9th grade year) will be used to compute the grade point average for admission.
a. The universities want to encourage students to take demanding advanced academic courses in high school.
Grades earned in course work that is (1) certified by the high school as offered at honors level, and (2) accepted as
Honors on the UC System “a-f” list will be given extra weight in computing the grade point average for admission. A
complete UC System “a-f” list of approved courses at WCHS is available on the internet at
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www.ucop.edu/pathways/ or from your counselor. The university assigns extra points for up to eight semesters of
university certified honors level and AP courses taken during the last three years of high school.
Grades in honors courses at WCHS will be counted as follows:
A = 5 points

B = 4 points

C = 3 points

To be counted, these grades must have been earned in the following honors
courses; history, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, and
language other than English. Courses in these subjects, designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Examinations of the College Board, are examples of honors courses.

6." Examination Requirement
" "

" "

"

All freshmen applicants must submit scores from the following tests:

"

a."Either the SAT Reasoning Test or ACT Assessment Test (+Writing for
" UC’s)
a. UC requires two SAT subject test in two different areas chosen from the following: history, literature, math (level 2),
science or language other than English.
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WCHS ADVISMENT DEPARTMENT
Connecting Learning & Life
Whittier Christian High School boasts a dynamic College Advisement Department that guides students toward educational and career success. Meeting with every student, every semester, our College Advisors work alongside students helping them to discover and
use their God-given talents. From 9th through 12th grade, students
enjoy individual attention that ensures they are well informed about
their academic progress, career awareness and the college application process. As a result, WCHS graduates are prepared for the transition to college or vocational school. In addition to the accessibility
of our College Advisors, we provide students and parents with the
necessary tools to make decisions for the next step. For example,

over the course of each student's high school journey, we offer several college planning and spiritual growth opportunities, including
on-campus college visits, career workshops, detailed information
sessions on SAT and ACT tests, and a personalized online portal
(Naviance) that simplifies organization of college planning steps. Together students and parents can discover unique aspects of the student's identity and career interests, correlating with specific colleges
and potential majors. Simply put, College Advisors at Whittier Christian High School personally care about students and desire to see
them discover God's calling for their future.
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Grade 9 Services

All Fall and Spring Meetings are documented and
sent electronically to students and parents/guardians
through Family Connections/Naviance.
Welcome Day (August): event for students and parents to help with a successful transition into high
school. Naviance/Family Connection log-in information provided to students and parents and a preview
of how Naviance is utilized at WCHS.
Freshmen Fall Meeting (September/October): Fouryear Plan is created for students to understand
graduation requirements, academic/course options
and timeline of four years at WCHS.
Freshman Career Day (October): Career Interest Inventory and Personality Inventory taken through Naviance along with motivational/career presentations.
Freshman Spring Meeting (February/March): Individual 30-minutes sessions with student and parents/
Families receive a copy and explanation of student’s
current transcripts and graduation status report.
Families also receive a short tutorial of Naviance and
resources available. Course are scheduled for Sophomore year during this session.

37

Grade 10 Services
Fall and Spring Meetings are documented and sent
electronically to students and parents/guardians
through Naviance.
TEST ME- Naviance helps students connect learning
and life. Once students have identified their goals,
they will see how standardized tests (including SATs,
ACTs, ACT Aspire and AP exams) can help them
reach their goals. Naviance Test Prep provides proven,
game-based courses that help students to perform
their best on test day. Naviance Test Prep is also seamlessly integrated with Naviance to help students be college and career ready, all from one place.
Sophomore Fall Meeting (November/December): individual meetings to discuss current academic progress, review transcript and graduation status report,
explain basic college admission requirements and create tentative plan for junior year courses.
Sophomore Spring Meeting (March-May): individual
meetings to discuss current academic progress, review transcript and graduation status report, determine individual goals and requirements for college admission and schedule courses for junior year. Begin
adding colleges into "Colleges I'm Thinking About" list
and review PrepMe, a free SAT/ACT online prep
course, in Naviance.
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Princeton Review Assessment (PRA) (January & April):
assessment developed by Princeton Review to help
determine wether the ACT or the SAT is best suited for
individual success. Test prep options are discussed
and encouraged.
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Grade 11 Services
Fall and Spring Meetings are documented and sent
electronically to students and parents/guardians
through Naviance.
PSAT (October): students continue preparation for
standardized testing (SAT/ ACT) for college admission. PSAT is a practice assessment for the SAT. Results distributed and explained in January along with
reminder of standardized test prep options.
Junior Fall Meeting (November/December): individual meetings to discuss current academic progress,
review transcript and graduation status report, explain UC and CSU eligibility requirements/report and
create tentative plan for senior year courses. SAT/
ACT dates and test prep options promoted.
College Financial Aid Night (January): presentation
given to students and parents from a college financial aid department on the college financial aid process, including the FAFSA, scholarships and federal/
state aid. Families will also have the opportunity to
hear from an outside financial planning organization
to help plan on an individual level for college financing.
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Grade 11 Services cont.
Junior Spring Meeting (January/February): individual
meetings to discuss current academic progress, review transcript and graduation status report, explain
UC and CSU eligibility requirements/report and
schedule courses for senior year. SAT/ACT testing
and requirements discussed and students are
strongly encouraged to register for spring dates.
College Planning Night (March): dinner event for students and parents. Topics discussed include financial aid, college applications, senior year coursework, letters of recommendation, resume building
and college planning tools in Naviance.
Princeton Review Assessment (PRA) (January &
April): assessment developed by Princeton Review
to help determine wether the ACT or the SAT is best
suited for individual success. Test prep options are
discussed and encouraged.
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Grade 12 Services
Fall and Spring Meetings are documented and sent
electronically to students and parents/guardians
through Naviance.
Senior Fall Meeting (September/October): individual
meetings to discuss current academic progress, review transcript and graduation status report, calculate
UC and CSU eligibility requirements on report. Finalize "Colleges I'm Applying To" list in Naviance and review application process, deadlines and requirements. Tools such as Scholarship List, Career and Major exploration and College Search options available
on Naviance are discussed. Resume completion and
letters of recommendation process explained. SAT/
ACT testing and requirements discussed and final
date options are given.
Senior Career Conference (October): event for seniors
to explore and gain
valuable insight to various careers. Based upon senior career interest, approximately 35 career representatives present a practical understanding of their profession.
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Grade 12 Services cont.
College Financial Aid Night (January): presentation
given to students and parents from a college financial
aid department on the college financial aid process,
including the FAFSA, scholarships and federal/state
aid. Families will also have the opportunity to hear
from an outside financial planning organization to
help plan on an individual level for college financing.
Senior Spring Meeting (March-May): review of transcript and graduation status to determine diploma
standing. Collect data, and input into Naviance, regarding college applications, plans for future and
scholarships offered.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna.

COLLEGE ADVISING SERVICES CONNECTION- NAVIANCE
Connecting Learning & Life
Naviance is a comprehensive college and career readiness solution for middle and high schools that helps
align student strengths and interests to post-secondary
goals, and improve student outcomes.
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Family ConnectionNaviance
Student Engagement and
College Advisement

Family Connection Engagement
Program
Program Overview
Student success is a group effort among all
stakeholders of a student’s learning experience:
counselors, teachers, administrators, parents,
and guardians. Effective parent involvement is
seen when a partnership exists between
schools and families. Creating that partnership,

especially with regard to academics, is what
drives student achievement. Family Connection,
a website for students and families, provides access to online resources, communication tools
and college and career collaborative activities.
Educating parents and guardians on how to use
Family Connection to guide their students to
connect learning with life, will have a strong,
positive effect on student achievement.
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GALLERY 5.1 Family Connection and Naviance

Self Discovery
Career Exploration
Academic Planning
College Preparation and Admissions
College Search, Resources and
Scholarship
WCHS Advisement Team uses the best college and career readiness platform to service and guide your student.
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SERVICES FOR
STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES

Directed Studies
Directed Studies is a program of intensive educational
therapy during one class period. This can be either in
individual or small group setting of 2-4 students. These
sessions include a variety of techniques designed to
address students’ specific areas of difficulty and to improve their overall ability to think, reason and process

information. Techniques emphasize basic skill areas such as reading, writing, spelling and math, applying reasoning skills within each
area. The goal is to help students develop tools of independent
learning in the classroom and in life.
Reading Group is designed for students who struggle with reading
comprehension. Establishing the essential foundational skills necessary for reading is the focus of this class with no more than four students. This intervention provides explicit and systematic reading instruction.
Directed Study Hall offers a small group study environment of no
more than 7 students where students can practice study skills in a
teacher guided Study hall.
Students in our program benefit from the following academic accommodations:
•

Report testing results to teachers and make recommendations
for working with the student in the classroom.
• Review student's progress reports and help student monitor
EDLINE
• Intervene for the student as necessary while teaching them to
advocate for themselves
• Provide the student with a quiet place for testing as needed
• Encourage the student to establish study skills necessary for
classroom success
• Collaborate with parents and student to develop future educational plans and explore post-secondary options.
A separate fee is charged for Directed Studies in addition to regular
school tuition. Costs for educational therapy may be tax deductible
for students with diagnosed learning disabilities.
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ACCOMODATIONS AT WCHS
Students with Diagnosed and Documented
Learning Differences
General Information
Whittier Christian High School is able to support students
who need limited accommodations to be successful in a
college preparatory high school
Many students with diagnosed learning differences have
been successful in all recommended courses offered at
Whittier Christian High School

Whittier Christian High School does not offer special programs or teachers for students with learning differences
other than the Directed Studies Program
Learning Accommodations that can be supported at Whittier
Christian are:
Extended test time (time and a half)
Assistance in note taking
Preferential seating
Tutoring
Directed Studies
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Learning Accommodations that cannot be supported at Whittier
Christian are:
Curriculum modification
One on one class instruction
Modified assessments (shorter versions of the assessment)
Oral tests/quizzes/exams or assignments
Process for Requesting Accommodations:
The eighth grade parent is responsible to provide documentation by the application deadline for the High School
Placement Test extended time accommodations. There
will also be two deadline dates for submission of documentation ( one per semester).
The parent is responsible for providing copies of any
psycho-educational evaluations and/or other documentation by the time a student enrolls so that Whittier Christian
can provide extended time testing on chapter tests and
final exams.
Based on the documentation received Whittier Christian
High School will determine the need for extended time
testing for unit/chapter tests and final exams
Each semester there will be a deadline for submission of
SSD materials to directed studies so they can create the
accommodations necessary for each eligible student.
The dates are the first three weeks of each new semester.
There will be Schoology announcements and a
Schoology group page for all directed studies students
and SSD students.
The College Board and ACT will determine the meeting of
criteria for extended time testing on their national standardized tests. Students and parents may access the fol-

lowing web sites for College Board and ACT requirements for testing accommodations:
The College Board –
http://www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html
ACT - http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/opt3.html
Please Note: The presence of a learning difference
does not automatically mean that a student will receive
academic accommodations such as extended time on
unit/chapter tests, exams or on national standardized tests
(i.e. Not all ADD/ADHD students need extended time testing). A doctor’s prescription will not suffice for any ACT or
College Board standardized testing. Whittier Christian
High does not have IEPs or 504 educational planning.
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TIMELINE FOR PARENTS

FRESHMAN YEAR: Make sure your student’s accommodations
are listed on their application and notification sheet at the time of
admissions or during the fall, along with data showing how they
benefit your child.
Sophomore Year: Start gathering needed documentations.
check to see if your student’s diagnosis documentation is current
and meets the requirements of the ACT and College Board Applications. If not, update it.
Junior Year: Begin application process in the fall. Check PSAT,
ACT SAT, and AP testing dates and registration dates on their
websites. Ask your college advisor for assistance.
Senior Year: Take the SAT and ACT in the fall and AP in the
spring.
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