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UnPlugged
On November 14, WCHS
students enjoyed a day
without screens! We are a
1-1 iPad school, and we love
the many benefits that offers,
but every now and then, it is
good for us to unplug. The
goal of this day is to help
students and staff reflect on
their experience with
technology and consider the
value of taking an intentional
break from it. This is a
practice that we began a
couple of years ago. In the
same way, that we can fast
from certain foods, taking a
break from technology helps
us to reset our focus here on
campus. Students were
asked to leave their iPads at
home and encouraged to
hand in their phones!
Heralds also enjoyed an
unplugged chapel with an
extended time of worship.
Mr. Jon Pryor spoke to us
about being present with
others, ourselves, and God.
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Student Leadership Retreat

On November 3-5, 90 WCHS students and 15 advisors made the trip
up to Pali Mountain Retreat Center near Arrowhead for the annual
Student Leadership Retreat. They enjoyed Karaoke night, archery,
and s’mores, but more importantly, they had an opportunity to focus
on what it means to “Lead with Love,” a call for leaders to care
personally for others. This type of leadership requires emotionally
healthy leaders that are able to reflect on their personal lives,
intentionally listen to others, and understand how to engage in
conflict resolution.
While most of us think we are self-aware, in reality, few of us are! This
lack of awareness can hurt our relationships. So, what should we do?
First, we must clarify our understanding of love, and a great place to
start is by studying what love means in Scripture. Next, we must
practice spiritual disciplines. This is essential for those striving to live
as apprentices of Jesus in a world that has rejected Jesus and His
values. Finally, we must live out our purpose focusing on Jesus, Who
is both the model and means of compassion (leadership). We can
serve, and accept others because Jesus does those things for us.
Ultimately, we must wrestle with the question: Do we see Christ in
others and love them? Our student leaders came back down the
mountain with II Cor. 5:18, 20 as their charge: “Christ reconciled us to
Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; [therefore], we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.”
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Preview Night
On November 1, WCHS welcomed approximately 175 parents and students
who are looking for a high school. The evening began with an information
fair in the gym, where visitors were able to interact with both WCHS
students and staﬀ. Great conversations took place as we bragged about
the Whittier Christian experience, ranging from the classroom to the athletic
field. There were some drawings for prizes (free registration!) And then
parents and students were oﬀ to explore the campus.
Throughout the campus, we hosted classroom hubs, highlighting diﬀerent
opportunities:
•Life Calling & Leadership
•Robotics and Computer Science
•Developing Essential Questions
•Bone Lab and Sharks
•Dance Open Rehearsal
•Improv and Theatre
•Art and Film
•Vocal Ensemble
•Strength and Speed Training

Our WCHS English Department
traveled to Houston, TX over the
Thanksgiving break to attend the

It was a highly successful evening with 55 prospective students expressing
interest in becoming a Herald! Out of that group, 20 have already booked
their Shadow Days for this school year.

annual conference of the National
Council for Teachers of English
(NCTE). This year’s theme was
Raising Student Voice.
They attended seminars that
addressed a wide variety of topics:
Inquiry-based learning, poetry,
composition, blogging, reading,
language acquisition, and research.
They enjoyed an extensive exhibit hall
where they bought too many books,
picked up English teacher swag, and
even got to meet our school’s
Membean representative! Miss
Whitley Brown said, “The NCTE
Conference was a truly exciting
opportunity for our department.
Through attending seminars and
hearing keynote speakers, we
gleaned innovative teaching
techniques and bonded together as
colleagues.” Many thanks to the
support of our administration and to
the Lowell Joint District for funding this
valuable opportunity.
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Many thanks to all of the staﬀ and students who worked to make Preview
Night a success. If you know of a student who is looking for a high school,
encourage him or her to sign up for a Shadow Day. We have already hosted
38 students on Shadow Days this year, and that is a great way for interested
students to get a feel for our campus, teachers, and student body.
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